
 

Summary objections to Lowestoft Third River Crossing DCO 
 

 
Lings is a long established family owned car and motorcycle retailing business, and one of 
the main UK dealers for Honda, Hyundai, Mitsubishi Cars, Triumph and Husqvarna 
Motorcycles, and employs over 110 people at five branches across East Anglia. Ling’s head 
office and major retail operations are located on a 6 acre site at Riverside Road, Lowestoft 
(the Site) where it directly employs 44 people. 
 
The order requires the permanent acquisition of the freehold of a substantial area of land 
within Ling’s site, acquisition of rights over a further substantial part of the Site, and requires 
Lings’ existing access from Riverside Road to be closed and replaced with a left turn only 
access / egress onto Waveney Drive.   
 
Whilst the Council have engaged with Lings they are yet to provide a solution which works 
both practically and financially. As currently proposed, the impacts of the scheme on Lings 
are expected to include the following: 
 

- the loss of substantial areas of external display (retail land) as a result of compulsory 
acquisition of land and rights over land within the Site; 

 
- revised site access will necessitate reconfiguration of Site-internal traffic circulation 

with knock on additional loss of display and storage land, loss of operational space to 
rear of workshop, prevent planned extension to workshop, and obstruct retail use of 
land to east and south east of main showroom building; 
 

- Loss of Enterprise Car rental operations, likely loss of franchise and of related cross-
selling opportunities, reduction of car servicing/repair business; 
 

- Inadequate Site servicing arrangements, particularly for articulated car transporters; 
 

- Increased vehicle queuing at revised access both within Waveney Drive and within 
Site; 

 
- Significantly increased risk of accidents between pedestrians, cars, motorcycles and 

articulated car transporters accessing and servicing the Site; 
 

- Severe business disruption leading to significant harm to trading from the Site during 
construction and lasting harm to trade during operational phases. 

 
Unless Lings is able to relocate, the loss of retail space, loss of franchises and disruption of 
operations of the main showroom / workshop building will significantly adversely impact on 
how the Site trades   
 
Lings expect to present evidence to support the following objections: 
 

- Certain plots and rights over land within the Site are not required to deliver the 
Scheme; 

 
- The proposed revised access arrangements to the Site are unsatisfactory in traffic 

terms, and safety issues have not been resolved;  
 

- The currently proposed servicing arrangements by articulated car transporters are 
operationally unsatisfactory and hazardous; 

 

 



 

- The revised access arrangements will necessitate a significant reconfiguration of the 
site to accommodate adequate and safe site-internal vehicle circulation space. This 
will result in the further loss of external retail space and workshop space, and render 
parts of the main show room building unusable for present purposes; 
 

- The scheme will significantly harm the continued trading of the Site  
; 

 
- With the exception of a single site (in Council ownership), there are no relocation 

sites available.  
; 

 
- The Scheme is unviable. The Council’s compensation liability to Lings alone exceeds 

its total land acquisition budget as set out in its Business Case. As a result, the 
Scheme does not meet the two conditions in s. 122 of the Planning Act 2008 and 
should not be approved; 
 

- The current proposal set out by the Council in dealing with Lings are not the least 
intrusive in terms of business impact and financial impact. The proposals are not an 
appropriate use of public funds. 
 

- The notice periods contained in the draft Order (or where relevant in statute) for 
entering land and closing private and public rights of way are unreasonably short (or 
absent) and inadequate to allow businesses to mitigate the impact of the Scheme 
before the Scheme is implemented. This will exacerbate the adverse impact to 
businesses such as Lings; 
 

- The arrangements to mitigate impacts on businesses such as Lings as set out in the 
Interim Code of Construction secured by Requirement 4 are inadequate. In particular, 
there is no requirement to consult with local business on the final Code of 
Construction Practice. Again, this will exacerbate adverse business impacts; 
 

- The Council has failed to carry out any proper traffic assessment of its proposed 
revised access and servicing arrangements, to properly assess the extent of lost 
retail space within the Site, and to properly assess the impact of the Scheme on 
Lings. As a result, it has failed to properly consult with Lings and failed to engage in 
meaningful negotiations.  

 
For the above reasons, Lings consider that the adverse impact on Ling's operations 
outweighs the public interest in favour of the Scheme and will urge the Secretary of State not 
to approve the Scheme.  

 




